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Main text  

Here introduce the paper. The paragraphs continue from here and are only separated by headings, subheadings, images and 
formulae. The section headings are arranged by numbers, bold and 10 pt. The word limit of your article is 6,000, excluding 
abstract, references, tables, and figures. Here follows further instructions for authors. 

Structure 

Files must be in MS Word only. Figures and tables should be embedded and not supplied separately. Please make sure that 
you use as much as possible normal fonts in your documents. To avoid unnecessary errors you are strongly advised to use the 
‘spellchecker’ function of MS Word. Follow this order when typing manuscripts: Title, Authors, Affiliations, Abstract, 
Keywords, Main text (including figures and tables), Acknowledgements, References, Appendix. Collate acknowledgements in a 
separate section at the end of the article and do not include them on the title page, as a footnote to the title or otherwise. 

A typical structure of the Main text section would be: Introduction, Literature Review, Materials and methods, Results, 
Discussion, Conclusions, Recommendations.  

Bulleted lists may be included and should look like this: 

First point; 
Second point; 
And so on 

Numbered lists may be included and should look like this: 
 
1. First;  
2. Second;   
3. Third.  
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As indicated in the template, papers should be prepared in single column format suitable for direct printing onto paper with 
trim size 192 x 262 mm. Leave a line clear between paragraphs. 

Tables 

All tables should be numbered with Arabic numerals. Every table should have a caption. Headings should be placed above 
tables, left justified. Only horizontal lines should be used within a table, to distinguish the column headings from the body of the 
table, and immediately above and below the table. Tables must be embedded into the text and not supplied separately. Below is 
an example which the authors may find useful. 

     Table 1. An example of a table. 

An example of a column heading Column A (t) Column B (t) 

And an entry 1 2 

And another entry 3 4 

And another entry 5 6 

Construction of references 

References must be listed at the end of the paper. Do not begin them on a new page unless this is absolutely necessary.   

Citation in text 
 
Please ensure that every reference cited in the text is also present in the reference list (and vice versa). Unpublished results 

and personal communications should follow the standard reference style of the journal and should include a substitution of the 
publication date with either 'Unpublished results' or 'Personal communication'. Citation of a reference as 'in press' implies that 
the item has been accepted for publication.  

Reference links 
Increased discoverability of research and high quality peer review are ensured by online links to the sources cited. In order to 

allow us to create links to abstracting and indexing services, such as Scopus, Crossref and PubMed, please ensure that data 
provided in the references are correct. Please note that incorrect surnames, journal/book titles, publication year and pagination 
may prevent link creation. When copying references, please be careful as they may already contain errors. Use of the DOI is 
highly encouraged.  

Web references 
As a minimum, the full URL should be given and the date when the reference was last accessed. Any further information, if 

known (DOI, author names, dates, reference to a source publication, etc.), should also be given. Web references can be listed 
separately (e.g., after the reference list) under a different heading if desired, or can be included in the reference list.  

Reference style 
Text: All citations in the text should refer to:  
 

1. Single author: the author's name (without initials, unless there is ambiguity) and the year of publication;  
2. Two authors: both authors' names and the year of publication;  
3. Three or more authors: first author's name followed by 'et al.' and the year of publication.  

 



 
 

 
 

Citations may be made directly (or parenthetically). Groups of references can be listed either first alphabetically, then 
chronologically, or vice versa. Examples: 'as demonstrated (Allan, 2000a, 2000b, 1999; Allan and Jones, 1999)…. Or, as 
demonstrated (Jones, 1999; Allan, 2000)… Kramer et al. (2010) have recently shown …'  

Lists 
References should be arranged first alphabetically and then further sorted chronologically if necessary. More than one 

reference from the same author(s) in the same year must be identified by the letters 'a', 'b', 'c', etc., placed after the year of 
publication.  

Examples 
Reference to a journal publication: Van der Geer, J., Hanraads, J.A.J., Lupton, R.A., 2010. The art of writing a scientific 

article. J. Sci. Commun. 163, 51–59. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.Sc.2010.00372.  
Reference to a journal publication with an article number: Van der Geer, J., Hanraads, J.A.J., Lupton, R.A., 2018. The art of 

writing a scientific article. Heliyon. 19, e00205. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.heliyon.2018.e00205.  
Reference to a book: Strunk Jr., W., White, E.B., 2000. The Elements of Style, fourth ed. Longman, New York.  
Reference to a chapter in an edited book: Mettam, G.R., Adams, L.B., 2009. How to prepare an electronic version of your 

article, in: Jones, B.S., Smith , R.Z. (Eds.), Introduction to the Electronic Age. E-Publishing Inc., New York, pp. 281–304.  
Reference to a website: Cancer Research UK, 1975. Cancer statistics reports for the UK. http://www.cancerresearchuk.org/ 

aboutcancer/statistics/cancerstatsreport/ (accessed 13 March 2003). Reference to a dataset: [dataset] Oguro, M., Imahiro, S., 
Saito, S., Nakashizuka, T., 2015. Mortality data for Japanese oak wilt disease and surrounding forest compositions. Mendeley 
Data, v1. https://doi.org/10.17632/ xwj98nb39r.1.  

Reference to software: Coon, E., Berndt, M., Jan, A., Svyatsky, D., Atchley, A., Kikinzon, E., Harp, D., Manzini, G., Shelef, 
E., Lipnikov, K., Garimella, R., Xu, C., Moulton, D., Karra, S., Painter, S., Jafarov, E., & Molins, S., 2020. Advanced Terrestrial 
Simulator (ATS) v0.88 (Version 0.88). Zenodo. https://doi.org/10.5281/ zenodo.3727209.  

Journal abbreviations 
Source Journal names may be abbreviated according to: https://www.issn.org/services/online-services/access-to-the-ltwa/ or 

be kept in full name. 

Section headings 

Section headings should be left justified, bold, with the first letter capitalized and numbered consecutively, starting with the 
Introduction. Sub-section headings should be in capital and lower-case italic letters, numbered 1.1, 1.2, etc, and left justified, 
with second and subsequent lines indented. All headings should have a minimum of two text lines after them before a page or 
column break. Ensure the text area is not blank except for the last page. 

General guidelines for the preparation of your text 

Avoid hyphenation at the end of a line. Symbols denoting vectors and matrices should be indicated in bold type. Scalar variable 
names should normally be expressed using italics. Weights and measures should be expressed in SI units. All non-standard 
abbreviations or symbols must be defined when first mentioned, or a glossary provided. 

Footnotes 

Footnotes should be avoided if possible. Necessary footnotes should be denoted in the text by consecutive superscript letters1. 
The footnotes should be typed single spaced, and in smaller type size (8 pt), at the foot of the page in which they are mentioned, 

 
1 Footnote text. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.heliyon.2018.e00205
https://www.issn.org/services/online-services/access-to-the-ltwa/


 
 

 
 

and separated from the main text by a one line space extending at the foot of the column. The Els-footnote style is available in 
the MS Word for the text of the footnote. 

Please do not change the margins of the template as this can result in the footnote falling outside printing range. 

Illustrations 

All figures should be numbered with Arabic numerals (1, 2, 3,….). Every figure should have a caption. All photographs, 
schemas, graphs and diagrams are to be referred to as figures. Line drawings should be good quality scans or true electronic 
output. Low-quality scans are not acceptable. Figures must be embedded into the text and not supplied separately. In MS word 
input the figures must be properly coded. Preferred format of figures are PNG, JPEG, GIF etc. Lettering and symbols should be 
clearly defined either in the caption or in a legend provided as part of the figure. Figures should be placed at the top or bottom 
of a page wherever possible, as close as possible to the first reference to them in the paper. Please ensure that all the figures are 
of 300 DPI resolutions as this will facilitate good output. 

The figure number and caption should be typed below the illustration in 8 pt and left justified [Note: one-line captions of 
length less than column width (or full typesetting width or oblong) centered]. For more guidelines and information to help you 
submit high quality artwork please visit: http://www.elsevier.com/artworkinstructions Artwork has no text along the side of it in 
the main body of the text. However, if two images fit next to each other, these may be placed next to each other to save space. 
For example, see Fig. 1.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fig. 1. (a) first picture; (b) second picture. 

Equations 

Equations and formulae should be typed in Mathtype, and numbered consecutively with Arabic numerals in parentheses on 
the right hand side of the page (if referred to explicitly in the text). They should also be separated from the surrounding text by 
one space. 
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Acknowledgements 
Acknowledgements and Reference heading should be left justified, bold, with the first letter capitalized but have no numbers. 

Text below continues as normal. 
 

An example appendix 

Authors including an appendix section should do so before References section. Multiple appendices should all have headings 
in the style used above. They will automatically be ordered A, B, C etc. 

 

Example of a sub-heading within an appendix 

There is also the option to include a subheading within the Appendix if you wish. 
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